THE INFLUENCE OF SCHOOLING

on the belief that the intelligent child of 10 will go on
developing at least as long as the dull child, and most
research tends to confirm this. I think that if tests could
be devised and standardized which would give a fair chance
to the superior intellects to show their powers of abstract
thinking, they would be found to go on developing for
years after sixteen. Excepting for the speed limit, there
is nothing in any intelligence test which cannot be done by
such adults ; and they could do far more difficult thinking
than is there represented. And I do Dot believe they could
do it at 16. It is impossible to make tests which are diffi-
cult enough to strain superior adult intelligence (as dis-
tinguished from judgment) and yet are confined to every-
day situations common to educated and uneducated alike,
if we except questions of a catchy or puzzle nature. If
we could make such, or could measure in some other way,
I think we would find intelligence growing far past 16 in
the case of the superior And they would cause the average
also to continue with an upward tendency, if a slight one,
past that age.

It will be seen that there is here a connection between
the two parts of this chapter. My belief is that intelli-
gence of a superior sort can, after about 16, no longer
find in commonly grasped situations opportunity to show
itself (though good judgment may); but that only in the
more abstract situations attained through education, in-
cluding self-education, can this occur. It is impossible,
even in tests before 16, to keep out those which require
some schooling. After 16, there are none, except tests
requiring schooling, which are capable of measuring the
more intelligent. It may not be a mere coincidence that
the age given for the cessation of growth of intellect is
approximately that at which schooling commonly ceases.
However, here as everywhere, we must bow to experiment,
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